Amendments 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

In the Claims : ^ 

Please withdraw claims 30-93, and 95 without prejudice. Applicant reserves the right to prosecute 
the withdrawn claims in divisional applications. All pending claims are reproduced below, including those that 
remain unchanged. Copies of the withdrawn claims are shojra in the Appendix to this Response. 

1 . An ionically cross-linked gel comprising: 
a polyacid (PA); 
a polyalkylene oxide (PO); and 
a multivalent cation. 

2. The gel of claim 1, wherein said polyacid is selected from the group consisting of a 
carboxypolysaccharide, polyacrylic acid, polyamino acid, polylactic acid, polyglycolic acid, polymethacrylic 
acid, polyterephthalic acid, polyhydroxybutyric acid, polyphosphoric acid, polystyrenesulfonic acid, and 
copolymers of said polyacids. 

3 . The gel of claim 1 , wherein the polyacid is a carboxypolysaccharide selected from the group consisting 
of carboxymethyl cellulose (CMC), carooxyethyl cellulose, chitin, carboxymethyl chitin, hyaluronic acid, 
alginate, propylene glycol alginate, pectin, carboxymethyl dextran, carboxymethyl chitosan, heparin, heparin 
sulfate, chondroitin sulfate and polyuronic acids including polymannuronic acid, polyglucuronic acid and 
polyguluronic acid.. 

4. The gel of claim 1, whferein the polyacid is carboxymethylcellulose. 
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5 . The gel of claim 1 , wherein the polyacid is carboxymithylcellulose having a molecular weight in the 
range of about 1 0 kd to about 1 0,000 kd and a degree of substitution in the range of greater than about 0 to 
about 3. 

6. The gel of claim 1, wherein said polyalkyl^ne oxide is selected from the group consisting of 
polypropylene oxide, polyethylene glycol, polyethylene oxide, and PEO/PPO block copolymers. 

7. The gel of claim 1 , wherein said polyalkyleAe oxide is polyethylene oxide or polyethylene glycol having 
a molecular weight in the range of about 200 A to about 8000 kd. 

8 . The gel of claim 1 , wherein said polyajfcylene oxide is polyethylene glycol having a molecular weight 
in the range of about 200 d to about 5 kd. 

9. Thegelofclaim 1, wherein said P^ is in the range of about 10%toabout99%byweight,ofthetotal 
solids content. 

1 0. The gel of claim 1 , wherein tl/e PA is in the range of about 50 % by weight to about 99 % by weight, 
of the total solids content. 

1 1 . The gel of claim 1 , wherej/fi the PA is in the range of about 90 % by weight to about 99 % by weight, 
of the total solids content. 

12. The gel of claim 1 , wherein the PO is in the range of about 1 % by weight to about 90 % by weight, 
of the total solids content. 

1 3 . The gel of claim 1 , ^herein the PO is in the range of about 1 % by weight to about 1 0 % by weight, 
of the total solids content 
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14. The gel of claim 1, wherein the PO is about 2.5 % by vteight, of the total solids content 



{> by v/eight, 



1 5 . The gel of claim 1 , wherein the total solids content of tjle gel is in the range of about 1 % to about 1 0 

%. 

1 6. The gel of claim 1 , wherein said cation is a tri/alent cation. 



17. The gel of claim 1, wherein said cation is selected from the group consisting of Fe + \ Al, and Cr 



,-+3 



18. The gel of claim 1, wherein said cation as a divalent cation. 

1 9. The gel of claim 1 , wherein said catioi/is a divalent cation selected from the group consisting of Ca +2 , 
Zn +2 , Mg +2 and Mn +2 . 

20. The gel of claim 1, wherein saky cation is accompanied by an inorganic anion. 

( '21. The gel of claim 1 , wherein saidfcation is accompanied by an inorganic anion selected from the group 
consisting of CI, P0 4 2 \ HP0 3 \ C0 3 /\ HCCV, S0 4 2 " and borates. 

22. The gel of claim 1, wherem said cation is accompanied by an organic anion. 

23 . The gel of claim 1 , wherein said cation is accompanied by an organic anion selected from the group 
consisting of citrate, oxalate amd acetate. 

24. The gel of claim 1 , Wherein the pH of the gel is in the range of about 2.0 to about 7.5. 

25. The gel of claim 1, wherein the pH of the gel is in the range of about 2.5 to about 6.0. 
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26. The gel of claim 1 , further comprising a drug. 

27 . The gel of claim 1 , further comprising a drug selected from the group consisting of antithrombogenic 
drugs, anti-inflammatory drugs, hormones, chemotactic factors, analgesics, growth factors, cytokines, 
osteogenic factors and anestheticsy 

28 . The gel of claim 1 , further comprising a drug selected from the group consisting of heparin, tissue 
plasminogen activator, aspirin, ibuprofen, ketoprofen, proteins and peptides containing an RGD motif, and non- 
steroidal anti-inflammatorwdrugs. 

The gel of claim A having a viscosity below about 500,000 centipoise. 

JO-93 WITHDRAWN. 

94. The gel of claim 1 , wherein said multivalent cation is a polycation selected from the group consisting 
of polyaminoacids including polylysine and polyarginine, chitosan, basic proteins and basic peptides. 



95. WITHDRAWN. 
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